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PRINCIPALÕS MESSAGE
West Seattle High School is a school of great strength, immense pride, and rich community-based traditions.  We 
continue to provide that Ôsmall town feelÕ in a learning environment that includes extensive and diverse course offerings 
and advanced learning opportunities that meet the needs and interests of every student. With over 90 years of educational 
excellence in our community, tens of thousands of students prepared for colleges, careers, and citizenship, and millions of 
scholarship dollars awarded, West Seattle High School continues to be a school that prepares all learners for life. 
 
Our staff is of the finest  quality with deep content knowledge, personalized approaches in the classroom, and collaborative 
peer structures to best meet the daily needs, interests, and strengths of our student  body.  Westside is proud to recognize 
one of our outstanding teachers this year, as an award winning Hero in the Classroom, as presented by Symetra and the 
Seattle Seahawks this last  November.  Ms. Cheryl Sylanski is a dedicated teacher leader that  inspires others to do and be 
their best.  Her modeling, positive reinforcement, and specific feedback instill in students the desire to learn and achieve. 
Ms. Sylanski holds ALL students accountable to the same high expectations, and ensures that  each and every one of her 
students is prepared to move on to the next level.  Thank you Ms. Sylanski!
 
Our students are ambitious, innovative, and intelligent, and have developed a culture of learning around hard work, 
respect, and supportive habits. Our community members and partners continue to provide guidance and learning 
opportunities that extend outside the walls of our classrooms. 
 
We are committed to each and every student and family at  Westside.  Thank you for your continued support, dedication, 
and partnership.   Bruce Bivins, Principal, West Seattle High School

WEST SEATTLE HIGH SCHOOL
PTSA NEWSLETTER

PTSA Message
By 2015, the Seattle Schools Estimates Enrollment at WSHS to Drop to 756.    As of October 2009, WSHSÕs enrollment was 1,137 and Madison 
Middle School had 906 students. The Student Assignment Plan estimates that by 2015, WSHSÕs enrollment to be 34% less than it is today, and 
MadisonÕs enrollment will be 27% lower. If accurate, both schools will have the largest unfilled capacity in the District for the grade levels they serve.
 

The loss of enrollment at a school equates to a smaller operating budget, fewer staff, fewer class offerings, and curriculum upheaval - to name a few. 
Parents are justifiably concerned about a precipitous loss of students and staff at West Seattle and Madison over the next several years.  
 
Meanwhile by 2015, Denny is projected to be at 100% capacity and Sealth at 90% capacity. With the new maps, six  elementary schools feed into 
Denny/Sealth, whereas only four feed into Madison/WSHS.
 
On November 18th, 2009, the WSHS PTSA submitted a proposal to the School Board. It redraws 
the school boundaries. This plan more equitably balances the enrollment between Madison and 
Denny, as well as Sealth and West Seattle HS (and also would save on transportation costs, 
keeping more kids within their walk-zones and closer to their neighborhood school).   

So far, the School Board doesnÕt want to make exceptions to the approved Student Assignment 
Plan because it applies to the entire district. However, any Denny student will be allowed to 
enroll at Sealth. No other middle school in the district is directly linked to one high school. So, 
the Denny/Sealth ÒlinkÓ  is already an exception to the Student Assignment Plan (all other middle 
schools split up their promoted students to attend different high schools). 
 
The School Board argues that currently many more students come to WSHS from the Sealth 
boundary than the other way around. The problem is that the plan now assigns students to their 
neighborhood school. There are no assurances that a student will be allowed to attend a school 
other than the one to which theyÕve been assigned. 
 
To learn more, go to the Student Assignment Plan link on Seattle School DistrictÕs web site. If 
you are concerned, please contact the School Board members and express your opinion.
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2009-10  PTSA Board
PTSA Unit 6.15.510

President
Vanessa Stusser 
vanessa@oz.net

Vice President
Jo Bader

jobader@comcast.net

Secretary
David Broadstone

red_salmon@comcast.net

Treasurer
Kevin Brown

kevin@symform.com

Building Leadership Team Rep.
Jennifer Overton 

jhumphreys1@hotmail.com

Safety
OPEN POSITION

Westside Notes Moderator
notes.moderator@wshsptsa.org

Membership
Janne Endreo

bluehm@msn.com

Grad Night
Carol Viger

cviger@comcast.net

Newsletter
Denise Lathrop

delathrop@comcast.net

UPCOMING PTSA MEETINGS

JANUARY 27, 2010
7 - 8:30 PM in WSHS Library

http://www.wshsptsa.org/wshs_ptsa

WSHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIPS
Application Deadline is April 15, 2009

WSHS Alumni Association continues its long-standing tradition of offering 
scholarships for post high school education.  This year, about nine scholarships will 
be offered.  Most of these are in the $1000 range but one is a full-ride scholarship:

¥ $1000 for top scholars

¥ $1000 to a female choosing the University of Washington

¥ $1,000 to a female majoring in science

¥ $1,000 to a female majoring in math

¥ $2,000 to a student majoring in a music program

¥ The ÒGalbraithÓ is all expenses paid for a student majoring in business, 
electrical engineering, or chemical engineering

Applications are available in the WSHS College and Career Center and Library.   

Support West Seattle High School Foundation

WSHS Foundation provides financial resources to enhance learning in the classroom.  If you 
are interested in volunteering, contributing, or learning more, contact the Foundation at:

wshsfoundation@gmail.com!

Donations may be mailed to:
West Seattle High School Foundation

PO Box 16285
Seattle, WA  98116

National Honor Society Inducts Eighty-six Students

The West Seattle High School chapter of the National  Honor 
Society held their installation of members on November 19 in 
the Commons. Eighty-six students joined in a candle lighting 
ceremony. Mr. Michael Philp, Career and Technical Education 
teacher, and Bruce Bivins, WSHS principal, were honored 
speakers. Musical entertainment was provided by NHS 
members Ray Carter and Andreas Pope, and slides were 
shown of last yearÕs service projects: a food drive for the West 

Seattle Food Bank, the March of Dimes walk, and a car wash to beneÞt 
ChildrenÕs Hospital. Sophomores, juniors, and seniors with a cumulative GPA 
of 3.5 and a desire to participate in service activities are eligible to join the 
NHS. These scholars are endorsed by two teachers and recognized for their 
leadership, character, scholarship, and service in our school community. 
Seniors in good standing  wear the NHS cord at graduation and receive a gold 
seal on their diplomas. The NHS advisor is Cheryl Sylanski, Language Arts 
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Planning for Post High School 
Opportunities Begins Now...
from the Counseling Department

Your high school years fly by and 
before you know it, it is graduation 
time.  Are you prepared?  

WSHS Counseling Department can 
help students and families prepare for 
post high school opportunities.  

We would like to ask the Class of 2010, ÒWhere are you in 
making your decisions for post high school opportunities?Ó  

Seniors, please ask yourself the following questions: 
¥ Are you earning excellent grades?
¥ Do you have a plan for after you graduate?
¥ Do you have a list of schools you are applying to?
¥ Have you asked your counselor and teachers for letters of 

recommendation?
¥ Do you understand the requirements of the Common Application?
¥ Have you started your essays?  Is your first draft edited?
¥ Do you know the due dates for the applications? Have you 

developed a time line to complete all your applications?
¥ Have you visited any of the schools of your choice?
¥ Interested in a two year school? Are you aware there are many in 

the Puget Sound area.  Have you researched their specialty areas?
¥ Interested in a tech/trade school? Have you researched their 

location and requirements?
¥ Have you requested official transcripts?
¥ Are you receiving the e-mails regarding available scholarships?
¥ Are you applying for all kinds of scholarships?
¥ Do you have your PIN number for the FAFSA?
¥ Are you asking adults for help either at school or in the community?
¥ Have you completed your community service hours and turned in 

the completed forms?

We would like to ask the Class of 2011 ÒWhere do you stand in 
meeting graduation requirements and are you aware it is not too 
early to begin researching post high school opportunities?Ó

Juniors, please ask yourself the following questions:
¥ Are you aware the PSAT scores will be distributed the second 

week in January?
¥ Are you maintaining a portfolio of your completed/graded work?

¥ Is your four year+ plan up to date?  Do you know what is included 
in this important document?

¥ What are your strengths, your challenges, your passions?
¥ Are you beginning to research post high school opportunities 

including: 2 and 4 year schools, tech/trade schools, or the military?
¥ Are you taking rigorous course work and earning excellent grades?
¥ Are you involved in school activities, clubs, outside organizations?
¥ Are organized and saving important information?
¥ Are you preparing for the ACT and/or the SAT test?
¥ Are you researching available scholarship opportunities?
¥ Have you started your community service hours?  Have you turned 

in the completed forms?

We would like to ask the Class of 2012 ÒWhere do you stand in 
meeting graduation requirements and do you know this is the 
time to insure you are preparing yourself the best you can for 
choices in post high school opportunities?Ó

Sophomores, please ask yourself the following questions:
¥ Are you aware the PSAT scores will be distributed the second 

week in January?
¥ Are you maintaining a portfolio of your completed/graded work?
¥ Is your four year+ plan up to date?  Do you know what is included 

in this important document?
¥ Are you taking time to analyze your strengths, your challenges, 

your passions?
¥ Are you taking rigorous course work and are you earning excellent 

grades?
¥ Are you developing an organizational system to keep important 

information?
¥ Are you involved in school activities, clubs, outside organizations?
¥ Have you started your community service hours?  Have you turned 

in the completed forms?
¥ Are you aware it is not early to begin planning for your post high 

school opportunities?
¥ Are you aware you can ask adults for help?  Start with your 

counselor.

More information on graduation requirements, forms, Running 
Start, senior information, and the 4+ year Plan  can be found on 
the WSHS Counseling Center webpage at:  
http://www.seattleschools.org/schools/wshs/content/counseling/

Curriculum Adoption and Alignment:
Seattle Public Schools will adopt instructional reading materials for core Language Arts courses in grades 
9-11. !  If you are a parent of community member who would like to give us your feedback on the lists, we 
would like to hear from you. In addition to getting more teacher responses via Survey Monkey, the Curriculum 
Adoption Committee also has a community and student survey available. ! Please encourage your students to 
participate. ! Here is the link: http://www.seattleschools.org/area/literacy/laadoption_index.html

Kathleen Vasquez, Curriculum Alignment Project Manager
Seattle Public Schools  206.252.0234

http://www.seattleschools.org/area/literacy/laadoption_index.html
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WILDCAT ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODY (continued on pg. 9)
Happy New Year from WSHS ASB and Ms. Burr

Wildcat Spirit continues to be strong! The Spirit of Giving, the Spirit of Remembering and Honoring 
Veterans, the Spirit of Performance, the Spirit of the Holiday Season, the Spirit of Leadership, the Spirit of 
Celebrating Academics and my favorite: the Spirit of Westside Pride!

The Spirit of Giving: The ASB sponsored a money drive during November and raised over $600 for charitable programs. The 
student body will vote on recipients in January. In December, the Family, Career and Community Leaders of America 
sponsored a clothing drive and collected 1,172 articles of clothing. The clothes were donated to Providence Regina House.  
In partnership with the YMCA Giving Tree Program, the ASB, Class OfÞcers and advisors, started the Þrst annual sponsorship 
of a few Wildcat Families who needed a little extra help this Holiday season.

The Spirit of Remembering and Honoring Veterans: To honor VeteranÕs Day, ASB and the Student Representatives from each 
homeroom had a chance to honor a Veteran. They Þlled out a special card that created a giant American Flag.  We displayed 
the ßag in the lunch room that week. We also recognized our own staff members who were Veterans: Jonathon Bush, John 
Chea , David Lunde, Ron Ravatt and Dick Valenzuela

The Spirit of Performance: In November, ASB hosted the Þrst Open Mic for the 09-10 school year.  The stage was packed 
Þlled with guitar, song, jokes, and breakdancers - quite entertaining!  DonÕt miss our next Open Mic, Thursday, January 14th.

The Spirit of the Holiday Season: ASB put on a Winter Spirit Week full of contest and dress up days Ð ending the week with 
our traditional Winter Spirit Assembly honoring athletic teams and boosting school spirit. If you happen to walk through the 
halls of Westside in December, you might have noticed the halls were full of Holiday fun! ASB sponsored a class competition 
called ÒDeck the HallsÓ. Each class chose a holiday theme and decorated a hallway from presents to Christmas lights Ð the 
students were very creative and detailed with their themes. The winners, the Sophomore Class, narrowly edged out the Senior 
Class. Free popcorn and hot chocolate set the scene for the ASB sponsored Movie Night featuring ÒNightmare Before 
ChristmasÓ, in keeping with the holiday spirit. Over 100 students came! 

The Spirit of Leadership: In November, the ASB OfÞcers attended a ÒLeadership SummitÓ hosted by Nathan Hale. OfÞcers 
were able to share and get ideas from other Seattle Schools. Wildcat ofÞcers said they had a lot of fun, discovered a new 
found respect for the other schools in our district, and came away feeling pretty ÒawesomeÓ about all the activities we do.

The Spirit of Celebrating Academics:  The Top Cats for November and December are: ELL Department: Umalkhier Osman & 
Leutrim Uka, nominated by Ms. Forman, Ms. Nancy, Language Arts Department: Nancy Nguyen & Sharonkay Taylor 
nominated by Ms. Sylanksi, Science Department: Antonio Rodriguez &!Alex Askerof nominated by Mr. Hurley, World 
Languages: Chelsea Wollgast & Kendall Kielbon nominated by Ms. Eades, Art Department: Emily Fuller nominated by Ms. 
Rice, Technology Department: Charles Benham & Conor McCarthy nominated by Mr. Philp and Mr. Knapp, Physical 
Education Department: Elizabeth Hernandez & Cody McKinstry nominated by Ms. Burr and Mr. Foster, Social Studies: 
Quixote Vassilakis & Maryam Toulas nominated by Mr. Couture, FCS Department: Annaliese Herrera nominated by Ms. 
Bothell, STAFF (nominated by the ASB and Class OfÞcers): James Couture, Stephanie Rasic-Steben and Miriam Lemcio.

Winter Season Athletics
George Foster, Athletic Director
The winter 2009-10 sports season has started out with a bang. 
The Boys basketball team has improved from last year. Coach 
Donald Watts sees a big improvement from last yearÕs squad to 
this yearÕs team. Girls basketball have dropped their Þrst 4 
games but as a spectator I see a big improvement and I can see 
this team going deep in the Metro tournament. Wrestling has 
improved their numbers from last year, even though they 
dropped their Þrst 2 matches I can see them having a successful 
year and sending a lot of wrestlers to state.  I expect great things 

from the Gymnastics team - they have a lot of returners and have already started o "  on the right 
foot. The athletic department would like to welcome Katie Hathaway as the new swim coach to West 
Seattle and Chief Sealth High Schools I foresee the swim team doing great things in the future.
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This winter, the Drama Club  at WSHS will perform our 5 th  annual Student-Directed play 

ÒOnce Upon A Mattress.Ó ! This production, as the name suggests, was chosen, directed, 
managed, acted, and teched by students. ! This experience takes all that they have learned 
in drama classes and in other Drama Club productions, and puts it to the test: can the 
students apply what they have learned? ! Our track record suggests a resounding ÒYES!Ó

Coming in the spring, the Drama Club  will offer our yearly musical production, in 
cooperation with the Ms. RutherfordÕs Music Department. !  This year, we show the comedy 
ÒOnce Upon a Mattress,Ó which originally starred Carol Burnett in the title role. !  Look out 
for knights, ladies, kings, queens, and a whole lot of silly fun!

! ! ! May 20, 21, 22, 28, and 29 at 7:30pm & May 27 at 8:00pm

3000 California Ave SW

Image Source:http://www.kidsforkidsproductions.org/
photo_gallery/Once-Upon-A-Mattress.jpg

Jan 11th ! Martin Luther King Jr. Week

MLK Assembly featuring Mt. ZionÕs pastor Rev. Samuel B. 
McKinney & choir members from the Alumni Reps Meeting
7pm in the Library

JVC Boys Basketball vs. Ingraham @ WSHS, 7:00pm

Jan 12th ! JV/V Boys Basketball @ WSHS, 5:45pm-7:30pm

" JV/V Girls Basketball vs. Ingraham @ WSHS, 5:45pm/7:30pm

Jan 14th !Open Mic, 7pm in the Theater

" Wrestling vs. Ingraham @ WSHS, 6:30pm

Jan 15th !Diversity Club Potluck 6pm in the Commons 

" JV/V Boys Basketball @ Seattle Prep, 3:15pm/6:15pm

" JV/V Girls Basketball @ Seattle Prep, 4:45pm/8:00pm

" Gymnastics @ Nathan Hale, 4pm

Jan 16th"Annual WSHS Wrestling Tournament @ WSHS Ð all day

" JVC Boys Basketball @ Seattle Prep, 1:00pm

"Winter Ball (Semi-Formal), Seattle Center Alki Room,
            8pm-12am (Tickets will not be sold at the door)

Jan 18th "MLK Day, no school

Jan 19th  JV/V Boys Basketball vs. Ingraham @ WSHS, 5:45pm/7:30pm

" Wrestling @ Nathan Hale, 6:30pm

Jan 20 th  Ð 22 nd  
" Senior Project Presentations, 2:30-5pm
" (in various roomS throughout the school)

Jan 20 th"Community Forum, 6:30pm in the Commons 

" JV/V Girls Basketball vs. Ingraham @ WSHS, 5:45pm/7:30pm

Jan 21st "WS Wildcat Band Winter Concert, 7:30pm in WSHS Theater

Jan 22 nd"JV/V Girls Basketball vs. Cleveland@ WSHS, 3:15pm/6:15pm

" JV/V Boys Basketball vs. Cleveland @ WSHS, 4:45pm/8pm

" Gymnastics @ Bainbridge, 4pm

Jan 23 rd "JVC Boys Basketball vs. Cleveland @ WSHS, 1:00pm

Jan 25 th  JVC Boys Basketball @ Nathan Hale, 7:00pm

Jan 26 th  JV/V Boys Basketball @ Nathan Hale, 5:45pm/7:30pm

Jan 27 th  PTSA Meeting, 7:30pm in the Library

" JV/V Girls Basketball @ Nathan Hale, 5:45pm/7:30pm

Jan 28 th  End of the 1 st Semester

" Top Cat Luncheon

" Wrestling @ OÕDea, 6:30pm

" Student Directed Performance: Jumping Jupiter, 7:30pm

Jan 29 th  Day Between Semesters, No school for students

" Student Directed Performance: Jumping Jupiter, 7:30pm

" JV/V Boys Basketball vs. Bainbridge @ WSHS, 3:15pm/6:15pm

" JV/V Girls Basketball vs. Bainbridge @ WSHS, 4:45pm/8:00pm

Jan 30 th  Student Directed Performance: Jumping Jupiter, 7:30pm

" JVC/JV/V Boys Basketball @ Mercer Island, 4:00pm/
" 5:45pm/7:30pm

JANUARY 2010 STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Diversity Club

The Diversity Club is putting on The First  Annual Bite of West  Seattle on January 15th from 6-8 
p.m. in The Commons. Bring a dish to share and come enjoy culture, entertainment  and food. 
Everyone is welcome. Questions, contact  Diversity Club Adviser, Rebecka McKinney, 
206-252-8833. 
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Extra, Extra, Read All About It
Here are some of the many opportunities to stay connected at WSHS...

Subscribe to West Side Notes
West Side Notes is an email list service provided by the WSHS PTSA to keep faculty, staff, students, parents and 
interested community members up-to-date on topics of concern to the West Seattle High School Community.  To 
subscribe, send a blank email to:  notes-subscribe@wshsptsa.org

¥ You will receive a confirmation email from the server.!
¥ Reply to this email as instructed to confirm your desire to subscribe to the service.  
¥ You will receive a welcome email confirming your subscription status.! This email will also provide information on how to cancel/

change your subscription status.

Support Student Journalism

Subscribe to  the WSHS Newspaper ÒThe ChinookÓ  
Subscription forms along with the PDF of our latest issue can be found at:
http://www.seattleschools.org/schools/wshs/chinook/index.htm. Subscription sales and 
advertising keep The Chinook in business, so support your high school newspaper today.
Questions, contact Chinook advisor Rebecka McKinney at 206-252-8833 or 
ramckinney@seattleschools.org

PTSA Newsletter Mailings to Continue...

Contrary to our last newsletter, we will continue to mail out the PTSA newsletter in an effort to reach more of our WSHS 
community.  We hope you enjoy this edition of the PTSA Newsletter.  Look for future issues in March and May 2010.  We 
strive to provide you with important and relevant information.  If there is a topic of interest you would like information on 
please contact Denise Lathrop at: delathrop@comcast.net  or (206) 932-2619.

College Access Now (CAN)  is dedicated to helping promising, low-income young people prepare for and earn 
admission to college.  Our mission is to identify high school students who a) are economically disadvantaged; b) among the Þrst-
generation in their families to go to college and c) demonstrate potential and motivation to pursue higher education.  Program 
participants will then be provided with four critical services:

1. SAT/ACT test preparation
2. Intensive assistance in the college admissions process
3. Help in obtaining Þnancial aid and scholarships
4. Guidance in transitioning to college

We thank administration, staff, and the PTSA for their warm welcome of CAN in this our Þrst year of programming at Westside!  
CANÕs primary goal at West Seattle High School for 2009-2010 is to recruit and maintain a cohort of 30 juniors.  As of December 
15, 2009 we have 31 students ofÞcially enrolled in junior programming.  CAN is committed to weekly programming (session are 
Wednesdays after school) and ongoing individualized support, meetings, and drop-in service for students.  CAN is extremely 
fortunate to have a fantastic AmeriCorps service member, Andrea Won, here Monday-Thursday to lead the junior cohort.  Andrea is a 
2008 graduate of The University of Colorado, earning a degree in civil engineering.

CAN is also offering assistance to the WSHS Senior class through a series of college-related workshops.  These are open to any 
interested senior.  Beyond these workshops, CAN also meets individually with seniors to work on and complete personal 
statements, college applications, Þnancial aid/FAFSA, etc.  Seniors are not ofÞcially enrolled in CAN programming for 2009-2010, but 
we are supporting them as a supplement to the college counseling program here at WSHS.  Next year (2010-2011) we will have both 
a full junior cohort of 30+ students (Class of 2012) and a full senior cohort of 30+ students (Class of 2011).

CAN is located in the College and Career Center in the WSHS library.  Thank you for your interest and support of CAN at WSHS!  
Frank Wagner, Program Supervisor, frank@collegeaccessnow.org  or 206-252-8781.

mailto:frank@collegeaccessnow.org
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Student Academics & Programs
9th  Grade Academic Achievement Program
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Freshman Family Night in November. We had a great turnout and 
appreciate your involvement in learning more about the MAP Assessment and the high school requirements and 
expectations for your 9th grader.  We are looking forward to our next Family Night in February.
 
Reminder: After School Academic Assistance is available Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:30 Ð 3:45 in Science, 
Language Arts, World History, and Math.  Please encourage your child to attend one or more of these sessions a week. 
Students who have been attending are making significant  improvement in their skills and understanding of the subject 
area, and their grades are improving!
 
Coming in January!  All 9th graders will  take the MAP Assessment in Reading and Math during their Language 
Arts and Math classes during the  weeks of January 5th through January 21st. This will be a great opportunity for 
students to see how much they have learned over these last three months. We are looking forward to conferencing with 
students and families about studentÕs individual academic growth as demonstrated by the MAP Assessment.
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding your 9th Grader, please call Ms. Lisa Coacher, 9th Grade Academic 
Intervention Specialist at 252-8793 or Ms. Susan Nyman, 9th Grade Counselor at 252-8775.

West Seattle High School has signed up for the Washington Green Schools program, a 
program designed to empower students to make lasting changes at their schools.  This 
year, the YMCA Earth Service Corps is leading the way with plans to install another 
raised garden bed, begin a composting program, and perform a recycling assessment, 
including a waste audit.  Students will practice the skills they learn in Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Art, Marketing, and more as they fulfill the steps of the program.  Check 
out www.wagreenschools.org for more information about the program.  Or contact 
Heather Tullius, YESC advisor, at hltullius@seattleschools.org.

English Language Learner Family Day at WSHS
Saturday, January 30th, from 10 - 1:30 at West Seattle High School

The ELL Department at  WSHS will put on a special event for families of English Language Learners.  We will be having 
special workshops for parents, including A How-to Guide to High School, Using The Source and other Technology, 
College and Options for After High School, and Community and School Resources.  The event will also feature student 
performances and food and will be a great place for parents to connect and share concerns and experiences. See you there!

For more information, please call Ms. Forman at 252-8919 or email srforman@seattleschools.org.

Advanced Placement Exams
AP Exams will be the first two weeks in May.  Here is the schedule:

¥ Monday, May 3rd - U.S. Government & Politics
¥ Tuesday, May 4th - Statistics
¥ Wednesday, May 5th - Calculus AB & BC
¥ Thursday, May 6th - English Literature & Composition
¥ Friday, May 7th - U.S. History
¥ Wednesday, May 12th - English Language & Composition

There are opportunities for students for exam prep & review:

1. Homework Center M-TH 3-4:30pm.  AP Teachers will be 
available for review in all AP subject areas. 

2. During WASL Math and Science testing (April 12-16th), 
AP teachers will conduct review sessions in the morning 
while 9th/10th graders are testing.  

***If you have any further questions, then please contact our 
Advanced Placement Coordinator, Juan Price at (206) 252-8929 or by 
email at: juprice@seattleschools.org
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http://www.wagreenschools.org/
mailto:hltullius@seattleschools.org
mailto:hltullius@seattleschools.org
mailto:srforman@seattleschools.org
mailto:srforman@seattleschools.org
mailto:juprice@seattleschools.org
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To have the Best Grad Night Ever, we need parent involvement.  Too busy to come to a meeting?  Just jump in and help with something, either 
by calling or reply to help with the following items:

 Food Committee   Prize Committee Ð URGENT      Dessert Auction February 25, 2010
 Publicity    Brown Bear Car Wash Ticket Booth (one day)  Chaperone Committee 
 Ticket Sales (lunchtime, 45 minutes)  Transportation (arranging busses) URGENT   

Juniors, Sophomore, Freshman Parents:  At a minimum, the junior class needs one parent to help run one easy / small fund raiser this spring to 
begin fundraising and promoting 2011 Grad Night.  DO NOT wait until senior year!  You will have seniors the day school is out!!!!  Contact us!!!  
Sophomore's, Freshmen, do the same!!!!  Make YOURS the best grad night ever!  It will be more fun and easier if you start early!

Ticket Sales:  Get your tickets on the scheduled Fridays  (January 15th, 22nd and 29th) listed below and have one more thing crossed off your list. 
Tickets will be available by the Little Theater at lunchtime. All it takes is a $25 non-refundable deposit to hold your ticket and then you can make 
payments?  Download your order form today from http://gradnight.wshsptsa.org/   Call or email Carol Viger, 938-4204, cviger@comcast.net or Catha 
Elder, 937-6119, cathasue@comcast.net

Deposits: $25 (non-refundable) will to hold your grad night ticket.  TIME IS RUNNING OUT for this policy however we are trying to make this work 
for everyone.  Monthly installments to be paid in full by March 1st.

Scholarships: forms will be available from the counselors, they will be based on need and participation in promoting Grad Night, and their effort in 
fund raising.  Complete forms are DUE no later than MAY 1st.  If your student earns partial credit but is unable to fund the balance of their ticket, 
encourage them to apply for scholarship.

Grad Night Fundraisers: To supplement the scholarship fund, help kids earn credit for their own or a friendÕs ticket, and provide extraÕs!

¥ USED INK CARTRIDGES - Ongoing Fundraiser  Grad Night is now collecting used ink cartridges of major brands and types, big and small.   We have 3 drop 
off locations:  WSHS's Main Office; Alki Mail & Dispatch, 4701 SW Admiral Way, Seattle, 932-2556, Mon-Fri 6a-7p, Sat 8a-5p, Sun 9a-4p; and Admiral Junction 
Mailing Center / Adventures In Travel, 2701 California Avenue SW, Seattle, 937-4966, Mon-Fri 8:30a-6p, Sat 8:30a-3p

¥ BROWN BEAR CAR WASH TICKETS - Ongoing till tickets are gone! Everybody loves the automated car wash! Pre-paid car wash tickets are good for an 
environmental friendly car wash at only $8.00 at over 20 locations in the greater Seattle area. Make checks payable & send to: WSHS PTSA - Grad Night, 3000 
California Avenue SW, Seattle, WA 98116

¥ SALLY FOSTER ONLINE SALE TO SUPPORT GRAD NIGHT - Ends March 31, 2010  Remember all those great items you got from Sally Foster when your 
kids were in elementary school? Well, you get one more chance! Go online to www.sallyfoster.com. Use Account WSHS PTSA's Account # 519275. 

Get Connected:   For information, contacts, and forms go to the Grad Night website at: http://gradnight.wshsptsa.org/  or go to WSHS Grad 
Night Event on Facebook.  Want to be on the Grad Night email list?  Email Lori Tyler at ltyler3@comcast.net with your contact information.

April 15 (location TBD)

May 6 (location TBD)

May 20 (location TBD)

June 3 (possibly)

June 10 (location TBD)

January 21 (location TBD)

February 25 (location TBD)

March 18 (location TBD)

Help Plan the “Grad Night 2010 Celebration”
Grad Night is a fun and safe opportunity for the Class of 2010 to celebrate on Wednesday June 16th.
If you are interested in helping plan this event, please attend one of our upcoming meetings: 

Contacts:  cviger@comcast.net (Carol Viger 938-4204) or ltyler3@comcast.net (Lori Tyler 932-8672) or cathasue@comcast.net (Catha Elder 941-7490, 937-6119)

 

eScrip is a powerful fundraiser that requires just a couple minutes of your time and costs you nothing! It also 

does not take away any individual benefits or credit you receive as a Safeway Club member. Each time you shop at an 
eScrip merchant (Safeway), the merchant will make a contribution to your chosen recipient.  

Register right now! It's quick, it's easy, it's free! www.escrip.com
 

Click on ÒSign UpÓ to begin. Click Group Name or Group ID, then enter the group you would like to support (we suggest West Seattle High School 
PTSA, Group ID 8567836). Click  on the group name, then click  ÒNextÓ. Enter your name, address and Safeway card number. DonÕt have your 
Safeway card number (itÕs not your phone #)? Call Safeway at 1-877-SAFEWAY.

Contribute to WSHS PTSA without taking a cent out of your pocket Ð 
thanks to Safeway, ev ery purchase you make will benefit the school!

http://www.escrip.com/
http://gradnight.wshsptsa.org/
http://gradnight.wshsptsa.org/
mailto:cviger@comcast.net
mailto:cviger@comcast.net
mailto:cathasue@comcast.net
mailto:cathasue@comcast.net
http://www.sallyfoster.com
http://www.sallyfoster.com
http://gradnight.wshsptsa.org
http://gradnight.wshsptsa.org
mailto:ltyler3@comcast.net
mailto:ltyler3@comcast.net
mailto:cviger@comcast.net
mailto:cviger@comcast.net
mailto:ltyler3@comcast.net
mailto:ltyler3@comcast.net
mailto:cathasue@comcast.net
mailto:cathasue@comcast.net
http://www.escrip.com/
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Mark Your Calendar...
West Seattle 5K Run/Walk Sunday, May 23, 2010
To beneÞt West Seattle High School PTSA

Thanks to everyone who volunteered or participated in our Þrst ever West Seattle 5K Run/Walk 
last spring. Thanks to you, we drew in over a thousand participants from around the greater 
Puget Sound and beyond, and managed to pull off an incredibly successful Þrst-year event.

Planning for our second annual West Seattle 5K Run/Walk is starting... NOW! And we need your help.

EVENT ORGANIZATION:  We are looking for someone who can partner with the Event Organizer to learn the ropes this year 
and take over as the Event Organizer next year. We also need some people who can help make decisions and drive some of 
the major tasks associated with organizing the event.
!

SPONSORSHIP PROCUREMENT:  Sponsorships are a critical part of our ability to raise money through the event. We are 
looking for people who can discuss sponsorship opportunities with local businesses.
!

GRAPHIC DESIGN and WEB DESIGN:  We have an event Web site www.westseattle5K.com, an event t-shirt, posters, 
brochures, postcards, and other marketing materials, which could use a fresh design from a professional graphic designer.
!

RACE-DAY VOLUNTEERS:  To help with registration, packet pick-up, race course monitors, and other activities.!

REGISTRATION:  Online registration for the event starts in February. Check www.westseattle5K.com for more information!
!

WANT TO HELP?  Contact Jo Bader, Event Organizer, at jobader@comcast.net or 206-932-8425

From the ASB OfÞcers...
Class of 2011 officers are excited about this year at Westside!  WeÕre putting 
on some exciting events and fundraisers we hope everyone comes to and 
gets involved with.  Our goals for this year are to increase class spirit, raise 
money for prom, and have successful fundraisers.  We also are planning 
Winter Ball on January 16 at the Seattle Center in a private room that 
overlooks a great view of the fountain. Tickets are $20 per person or $35 per 
couple. The theme is a Winter in Times Square. WeÕre having a red carpet 
movie night on February 26th called ÒWest Seattle Goes HollywoodÓ where 
any student from WSHS can submit his or her own 4-minute movie.  All the 
videos will be shown at the event and prizes will be given out to the winners. 
Our last events of the year are the talent show in late April and the 4th annual 
Snooty Walk in late May.  We hope everyone comes to support our class at 
these upcoming events!  Haley Peterson, PR Class of 2011

Class of 2012 has been up to many things so far this year. This past football 
season we have sold dozens of doughnuts at West SeattleÕs home games. At 
three of our home games, sophomore class officers consistently sold out 
twenty-five dozen doughnuts per game. We are currently planning 
concessions, and the ÒSnooty WalkÓ alongside the juniors. At the 
concessions, we will be selling snacks and beverages at basketball games. 
The ÒSnooty WalkÓ is a big animal show for local pet owners. Owners will get a 

chance to showcase their pets in numerous competitions and activities. Later 
this year, our class officers are also planning on attending the ÒBig ClimbÓ of 
Seattle. The ÒBig ClimbÓ is a staircase scale of SeattleÕs tallest building, the 
Columbia Center. The climb is to raise money to cure leukemia, lymphoma, 
and HodgkinÕs disease. Nathan Solis, Co 2012 PR

Class of 2013 President Bryce Hughes enjoys playing sports that include 
baseball and basketball during his free time outside of school. He also likes 
kicking it with his friends. The styles or clothes he is into are vans, Nike, jeans, 
t-shirts and hoodies. A roller coaster in Idaho was the craziest moment he has 
ever experienced. Activities that he plans on doing for fundraising are 
concession stands at all basketball games and maybe car washes Ð or things 
that are similar. His time management with our school and everything else is 
pretty good, but he says that it is sometimes frustrating and hectic.  Bryce 
attended Madison Middle School and there, he experienced leadership by 
joining ASB. Bryce is committed to supporting our school sports by attending 
them and dressing up in our blue and gold colors.  In 20 years or so, he sees 
himself working and having a family. He wants to be remembered at this 
school by being a good example for school spirit and the cool guy who can 
make you laugh. If you havenÕt met him Ð you should get to know himÉ.heÕs 
your president of the Class of 2013!  Shalena Duong, Secretary

mailto:jobader@comcast.net
http://www.westseattle5K.com/
http://www.westseattle5K.com/
http://www.westseattle5K.com/
http://www.westseattle5K.com/
mailto:jobader@comcast.net


Addressee Name

West Seattle High School PTSA Newsletter January 2010

NON-PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT #2723

SEATTLE, WA

West Seattle High School

3000 California Ave. SW

Seattle, WA  98116

PHONE NUMBERS

Main Office   252-8800

Attendance   252-8804

Fax    252-8801

Counseling   252-8820

School Nurse   252-8807

Career Center   252-8818

Student Health  658-8048
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IMPORTANT DATES

January 19, 2009 * Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday
(no school)

Jan 28, 2010 Last Day of Semester

January 29 * Day between semesters (no classes)

Feb 3, 2010 Professional Development Block Time 
(2 hour early dismissal)

February 15 * Presidents Day Holiday (no school)

February 16-19 * Mid-Winter Break (no school)

Mar 3, 2010 Professional Development Block Time 
(2 hour early dismissal)

Mar 16, 2010 WASL Testing - High School Reading

March 17 - 18 WASL Testing - High School Writing

March 19 * ! Professional Development Day 

March 29 - April 2 * ! Spring Break  (no school)

Apr 16, 2010 End of Third Quarter

College Financial Aid 

Are you the parent of a college bound 
junior or senior?  The college journey is 
well underway! !Questions about navigating 
the Þnancial aid maze? 

We have the following workshops planned 
for you that are focused on understanding 
the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid ( FAFSA ) . !Students are encouraged to 
attend as well! !Mark your calendar for the 
following events: !

Assistance in Filling Out the FAFSA
Thursday, January 28th 

In WSHS Library from 6:30 - 8:30PM

Understanding Your Financial Aid Package
Thursday, April 15th

In WSHS Library from 6:30 - 8:30PM


